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About Mount Sinai St. Luke’s

▸ Principal healthcare provider for the diverse 
communities  of Wes t Harlem and Mornings ide 
Heights

▹ 14,000 inpatient dis charges
▹ 160,000 outpatient clinic vis its
▹ 90,000 ED vis its
▹ Level II Trauma Center

▸ Majority Medicaid, Medicare, 
and unins ured patients
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Mount Sinai PPS Tool

▸ Stakeholders: Dept. of 
Social Work at two 
hospital systems; care 
management agencies; 
home care agency; 
FQHCs 

▸ Objective: Develop SDH 
Tool to be used across 
a variety of settings by 
staff with a wide range 
of direct practice
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SDH Workflow
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Next Steps

▸ Expand screening

▸ Leverage technology

▸ Community collaboration: local to state

▸ Culture change
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Z codes



Domain Screening Question Possible Z Code

Food Do you/your immediate family currently have access to 
enough food each day?

Z59.4- Lack of adequate food and 
safe drinking water

Housing Do you/your immediate family currently have a safe place 
to live each day?

Z59: Problems related to housing 
and economic circumstances
Z59.0- Homelessness
Z59.1- Inadequate housing

Income Are you/your immediate family able to afford your basic 
needs most or all of the time? 

Z56: Problems related to 
employment and unemployment
Z59.6- Low income
Z59.7- Insufficient social insurance 
and welfare support

Literacy Are you/someone in your immediate family able to read 
and understand health care/other important information in 
your preferred language?

Z55: Problems related to education 
and literacy

Social Do you have someone whom you trust and to whom you 
can go with personal difficulties?

Z63.9- Problem related to primary 
support group, unspecified

Legal Do you need legal assistance? Z65.3- Problems related to other 
legal circumstances



Domain Screening Question Possible Z Code

Safety Do you feel safe? No precise match

Transportation Do you have access to transportation to get where you 
need on a daily basis? 

No precise match

Healthcare Do you have a primary medical doctor that you have 
visited in the past six months?

No precise match

Medication Do you have any problems filling prescribed 
medications?

No precise match

Mental Health Do you feel hopeless or anxious? No precise match

Substance Use Has alcohol or drug use led to health, social, legal, or 
financial problems for you?

No precise match

SCD Healthcare Do you need help scheduling follow-up with a sickle 
cell specialist?

No precise match



Screening Tool Creation



Screening Tool Creation
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Nov 2016 Nov 2016 - June 2017 Aug 2017

1. SDH Workgroup 
charged with 
developing SDH Tool 
for pilot by MS PPS 
Partners

2. SDH Workgroup 
vetted existing SDH 
tools and 
interviewed tool 
authors

3. MS PPS SDH 
tool and CMS 
AHCS tool 
selected

Tools Reviewed
Health Leads
PRAPARE 
CMS Accountable Health 
Communities Screen 
(AHCS)
Mount Sinai Health 
Partners Comprehensive 
Assessment 
Hunger Vital Sign

Sept 2017

4. MSSL 
customized PPS 
recommended 
tool for pilot 
groups
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